
financial support over the entire planning period.

StarTran fixed-route and demand-responsive transit services account for less than two percent of the current six-year
City of Lincoln Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). While this level of funding might be adequate to pro-
vide for the basic transit services for the disabled and transit dependent, the funding level is not sufficient to provide
the frequency, route coverage, and structure to compete with the level of service offered by the automobile.  

Public funds and policies subsidize parking in the Downtown area against which transit then competes.  Transit fund-
ing is not seriously considered as a way to provide mobility along congested corridors.  There are significant fiscal,
neighborhood, and environmental impacts when those corridors are widened.  The long term strategy to enhance
mobility though a wide range of alternative transportation modes requires long term funding commitments for
StarTran.

Strategies:  Long Term Public Transportation Funding Approach

•  Conduct a funding and subsidy study to determine the trade-off costs and benefits of various transit 
funding levels.

•  Establish a long term funding commitment to public transportation to provide for transit services for 
existing and future developments within the City. 

PARKING IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA

Downtown Lincoln will continue as the largest commercial district within the city and county.  As both new con-
struction and reuse of existing structures occurs, the demand for parking services will remain strong.   These parking
services will be needed to support office workers, students, residents, and entertainment goers.  Parking planning and
management will include:

•  New parking facilities are programmed in the near term for the Haymarket area and the eastern edge of 
Downtown.  

•  The Antelope Valley Project will alter the long term land use and
traffic patterns in the Downtown area.  

The provision of parking and other transportation services in and
around Downtown will need to be 

considered as this redevelopment project moves forward. 
•  A new parking facility is being contemplated by the Public 

Building Commission to ease parking limitations near the 
County-City Building and Hall of Justice facilities.

•  Pending further study on its future, the Pershing Auditorium 
complex could require the expansion of parking in that area of 
Downtown.

•  Subarea studies will need to be completed on a periodic basis to 
determine the need for additional parking or managing existing 
parking as new employment, residential, and entertainment 
centers arise.

Strategies: Parking in the Downtown Area

•  Employ management techniques to promote the efficient use of parking facilities in the Downtown, 
including promotion of parking garages (especially for long term uses by offering discounts, time limits 
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on meters, and contracts with commercial establishments) and reduced rates on fringe meters to attract 
parking away from core areas with high occupancy rates.

•  Continue and enhance a comprehensive approach to managing and maintaining Downtown parking, 
encompassing public and private parking facilities, on-street parking, and fines.

FUTURE STREET AND ROAD NETWORK

Cars and trucks will continue to be the primary mode of travel for Lincoln and Lancaster County residents through-
out and beyond the planning period of this Plan.  These vehicles depend upon the expansion and continued mainte-
nance of a street and road network allowing ease of mobility throughout the region.  

In addition, much of the area’s freight movement occurs on local streets and highways; StarTran buses use local
streets to transport their patrons around the City; and bicyclists often utilize the street system for their travel.  

Although investment in other modes of travel may decrease reliance on the automobile, roads will continue to form
the backbone of the entire region’s transportation system. 

This subsection examines the future streets and highway system designed to serve the future community form of the
City of Lincoln and Lancaster County as presented in this Comprehensive Plan.  This subsection describes the future
roadway projects, studies, and programs forming the Plan’s transportation element in terms of:

•  Functional Classification
•  Urban Area Street System
•  County Rural Road System

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Roadways are classified based on the function they serve.  All roadways fall under one of four broad categories:
principal arterials, minor arterials, collectors or local streets.  

“Arterials” are multiple use corridors that carry large volumes of through traffic.  “Collectors” equally serve to carry
traffic but also provide access to neighborhoods and abutting properties.  “Local” streets primarily provide access to
abutting properties.  These three primary functional classifications may be further classified for design purposes.
The following describes the functions of the various street classifications used in the Lincoln-Lancaster County
transportation planning area:

A.  Principal Arterials: This functional class of street serves the major portion of through-traffic entering and 
leaving the urban area and is designed to carry the highest traffic volumes.  These serve intra-area traffic such as 
between the CBD and outlying residential areas and traffic between major inner-city communities or suburban 
centers.  Included in this class are fully controlled access facilities and partially controlled access facilities.  The 
principal arterial system is stratified into the following two subsystems:

•  Interstate Highway, Freeway and Expressway: These are divided, limited access facilities with no 
direct land access.  The freeway does not have at-grade crossings or intersections.  The expressway is 
similar to a freeway except it may have some cross streets that intersect at grade and access is either full 
or partially controlled.  Both the freeway and expressway are intended to provide the highest degree of 
mobility serving potentially large traffic volumes and long trip lengths.

•  Other Principal Arterials:  This functional class of street serves the major portion of intercommunity 
and intracommunity traffic movement within the urban area and is designed to carry high traffic volumes.  




